RSVP / SOS

(Refund Support Vocations Program)

(Indiana, Support Our Seminarians)

IS there a shortage of catholic priests

Yes,

the Catholic Church is facing a global priest shortage.

Evidence of the shortage

Declining numbers of priests: The number of priests has
decreased significantly in some regions. For example, in
the US, the number of priests fell by over 40% between 1970
and 2024.

Increasing number of Catholics per priest: Globally, the
ratio of Catholics to priests has increased, meaning fewer

priests are available to serve a growing population.

"Priest less" parishes: Many parishes, particularly in the

U.S. and parts of Europe, lack a resident priest pastor.

Reliance on foreign-born priests: Some dioceses are
increasingly relying on priests from other countries,
particularly from Africa and Asia, to fill the gaps in the

priesthood.

Several factors are believed to contribute to the priest

shortage, including:

Clerical celibacy: Some believe that the requirement of

celibacy discourages men from entering the priesthood.

Aging clergy: A significant portion of the current
priesthood is nearing retirement age, leading to a wave of

retirements in the coming years.



¢ Changing societal expectations: Some suggest that fewer
young men are choosing the priesthood due to shifting
societal values and priorities, including smaller family

sizes and rising socioeconomic expectations.

e Impact of the sex abuse scandal: The sex abuse scandals
within the Church may have damaged the priesthood's

reputation and discouraged potential candidates.

Addressing the shortage

The Catholic Church is attempting to address the shortage

through various initiatives, including:

e Promoting vocations: Dioceses are implementing programs and

events to encourage men to consider the priesthood.

¢ Recruiting from abroad: Recruiting priests from countries

with a surplus of vocations is a common strategy.

e Utilizing lay ministers and deacons: In some areas, lay
ministers and permanent deacons are taking on increased

responsibilities to support parish life.

¢ Merging parishes: Merging smaller parishes into larger
units is another approach to manage the shortage of

priests.

While some dioceses are seeing an increase in seminarians, the
overall trend continues to be a decline in the number of priests

worldwide.

Founded by a parish priest, the Knights of Columbus has always
been a strong defender of the priesthood and religious life and
a generous supporter of seminarians and religious in formation.
As the largest Catholic fraternal organization in the world, the
Order seeks to assist the Church with financial and moral

assistance for this purpose. In light of the needs of the Church



in our day, the Order has intensified its promotional programs

in recent years.

In general, a vocations program will have three objectives:

awareness, “climate,” and motivation. 7

¢ Awareness: The aim is to explain the meaning of different
vocations, underline the Church’s urgent need, and
encourage people - young people in particular - to hear
what God is asking of them

® Climate: This means being aware - and working to make
others aware - of the social, cultural, and religious
spirit of the times and how it impacts - for good and for
ill - people’s readiness to heed and answer God’s call.

® Motivation: The intent is to move people to respond
positively to God’s call by entering seminaries and
novitiates, if this is what God is asking of them, and to
persevere in the program of formation for the priesthood or

religious life after having done so.

Through the RSVP program the council and parish family will
raise funds to support seminarians or religious life in
their area. For every $500 given to an individual, the
supreme council will refund the council or assembly. The
maximum refund a council or assembly can receive is $400
per individual supported. Councils are also called to
provide their “adopted” seminarian or religious aspirant
with moral support and prayers for their success. (for

RSVP resources, visit www.kofc.org/rsvp)



http://www.kofc.org/rsvp

Support Our Seminarians (SOS)

(Indiana state council has the SOS program)

Indiana's Tony Muffoletto Support Our Seminarians (SOS) program provides financial
assistance to every diocesan seminarian in the state. To contribute to the SOS program,
councils must submit their donations along with the IN-SOS1 form. Contributions can be
presented to the state vocations chairman at the state convention or mailed to the state
treasurer by June 15th. The funds collected by June 15th are distributed evenly among

diocesan seminarians in November of the subsequent fraternal year.



